THE CAUSES OF COUGH IN CHILDREN.
From an analysis of 700 consecutive cases especially necessary to beware of is that in which the cough is but a symptom of gastro-intestinal disease. These cases amount to 23 per cent of the whole. The conditions present in them were constipation, vomiting and diarrhoea, and intestinal worms, and in many of them the cough was so prominent a symptom that, before the cases came to the hospital, treatment had been specially directed to it without result. It is worth observing that in some of the throat cases, due to enlarged tonsils, sometimes complicated with adenoids, an occasional rhonchus may be present in the lungs, a fact which may lead to erroneous diagnosis, but treatment directed to the lungs will not effect a cure if the tonsillar affection be disregarded.
